
Glossary of Terms: from NHS connecting for Health ePrescribing Functional Specifications 

 
Term Acronym Definition 

Active ingredients  The constituents contained in any formula that give the 
desired pharmacological effect 

Active medicines  Medicines that are being taken/ administered that 
should currently be exerting a pharmacological effect, or 
for which there is intent to take/ administer in the future 

Actual Medicinal 
Product 

AMP An Actual Medicinal Product (AMP) is a single dose unit 
of a finished dose form (unless the product is presented 
as a continuous dosage form), attributable to an 
identified supplier that contains a specified amount of an 
ingredient substance. 
Examples of single dose units of a finished dose form 
include tablets, capsules, suppositories, pessaries, 
sachets - this category covers discrete entities that have 
a consistent physically measurable dose. 
Examples of continuous dose forms include creams, 
ointments, gels, pastes, foams, liquids - this category 
covers those products where a consistent physically 
measurable dose cannot be defined. This term is 
employed within dm+d 

Actual Medicinal 
Product Pack 

AMPP The packaged product that is supplied for direct patient 
use or from which AMPs are supplied for direct patient 
use.  It may contain multiple components each of which 
may or may not be an AMPP in their own right. This 
term is employed within dm+d 

Acute (meds)  A medicine for managing an acute symptom/condition. 
An acute symptom/condition is of recent onset and 
limited duration 

Administration  Administration is the act of giving a dose of a medicine 
to a patient in a managed care environment 

Administration 
history 

 The timing and other details of a single patient's past 
medicine administrations 

Administration 
instructions 

 Instructions that detail a prescribers directions as to how 
medicine is to be given/taken 

Administration plan  The schedule and other details of a single patient's 
further medicine administrations 

Adverse drug 
reaction 

ADR A response to a pharmaceutical product which is 
noxious and unintended and which occurs at doses 
normally used in man for prophylaxis, diagnosis, or 
therapy of disease or for modification of physiological 
function 

AHP  See entry for Allied Health Professional 

  



Allergy  A response to a pharmaceutical product to which an 
individual has become sensitised, in which histamine, 
serotonin and other vasoactive substances are released 
in response to an immune system-mediated reaction.  
This causes systemic symptoms which can include 
pruritus, erythema, flushing, urticaria, angio-oedema, 
nausea, diarrhoea, vomiting, laryngeal oedema, 
bronchospasm, hypotension, cardiovascular collapse 
and death. 
Sensitivity/ Hypersensitivity 
Although it is recognised that the terms ‘sensitivity’ and 
‘hypersensitivity’ are used by clinicians to describe 
allergic phenomena, it is felt that this terminology is 
used inconsistently and is therefore, to be deprecated 

Allied Health 
Professional 

AHP A healthcare professional (other than a medical doctor, 
nurse or psychologist) who works as part of a clinical 
team in a hospital, Primary Care or Community Care 
setting (such as a laboratory technician) for example in 
chiropody, podiatry, audiology, radiography, 
occupational therapy and physiotherapy 

AMP  See entry for Actual Medicinal Product 

AMPP  See entry for Actual Medicinal Product Pack 

Authorisation  The act of a prescriber giving permission to administer 
or supply a medicine other than by a verbal order 

Black triangle  The Black Triangle scheme is used by the Medicines 
and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) to 
monitor medicines containing new active ingredients. 
Further information is available at http:/ / 
www.mhra.gov.uk/ home/ 
idcplg?IdcService=SS_GET_PAGE&nodeId=748 

Blood products  Any therapeutic product derived from human whole 
blood or plasma donations 

BNF  See entry for British National Formulary 

British National 
Formulary 

BNF A reference publication that provides information about 
the use of medicines in the UK. It aims to provide key 
information on the selection, prescribing, dispensing and 
administration of medicines generally prescribed in the 
UK. Those considered less suitable for prescribing are 
clearly identified 

Care setting  The environment in which a patient receives care 

Clinical Decision 
Support System 

CDSS Clinical Decision Support Systems are "active 
knowledge systems which use two or more items of 
patient data to generate case-specific advice" 

Clinical effect  This is the effect of a medicine or treatment on a patient. It 
includes the beneficial effect(s) and may include side effects or 
allergies 

Clinical 
Management Plan 

PMP 
CMP 

A plan delegating responsibility from an Independent 
Prescriber to a Supplementary Prescriber for prescribing 
for a specific condition in relation to a specific patient. 
Created in agreement with the patient and containing; 
the patient's name, DOB etc, the condition to be treated, 
the range of medicines to be used, the reasons for 
referral back to the Independent prescriber, review date, 
Independent Prescribers name and Supplementary 
Prescribers name 

Clinical trial  A scientific study to evaluate the clinical effect of a 
medicine or treatment on patients or volunteers 

Clinician  A healthcare professional who is involved in the clinical 
care of an individual 



Compliance  The extent to which a patient takes the treatment in 
accordance with the advice of a prescriber 

Composite 
packaged product 

 A product that consists of two or more separate 
products in the same box. 
(Not to be confused with combination products which 
contain more than one ingredient in the same dose 
form) 

Composite or 
combination 
medicines 

 A product that contains more than one active ingredient 
in the same formulation 

Concordance  The agreement between a patient and a prescriber on 
the desired health outcomes and the strategy for 
achieving them 

Condition (patient)  Illness, diagnosis or health state of a patient 

Confirmation 
(meds) 

 The final action of electronically reviewing and thus 
authorising a course of medicine to be dispensed or 
administered, and committing it to a patient records 
system 

Continuous 
(medicine(s)) 

 A continuous infusion is one that is started and 
scheduled to continue until review. A continuous 
medicine is one that is started with a view to long term 
use at least until the next scheduled review 

Contra-indication  A clinical reason not to give a medicine  

Controlled drug  A medicine that may not be prescribed, supplied or 
administered other than within the restrictions of the 
Misuse of Drugs Regulations 2001  

Countersign  The act of adding a second "signature" to indicate that 
an act has been witnessed or authorised. This may for 
example be for good practice requirements or because 
the person administering the medicine requires 
supervision (e.g. because he/she is a student) 

Course  A period of treatment that consists of giving the drugs 
over a defined period of time that may or may not be 
repeated in a pattern known as a cycle 

Course definition  The details of a course of treatment for a single 
medicine 

Course status  The current state of a course of medicine within its 
overall lifecycle. Can be one of: 
* Not fully specified 
* Awaiting confirmation 
* Authorised for supply or administration 
* Verified 
* Suspended 
* Discontinued 
* Completed 

Current medicines  A medicine or course of a medicine that a patient is 
receiving or is intended to receive in their treatment 

Cycle  A periodically repeated sequence of events within a 
course of treatment 

Day Case  A patient admitted electively during the course of a day 
with the intention of receiving care who does not require 
the use of a hospital bed overnight and who returns 
home as scheduled 

 

  



Device  An instrument, apparatus, appliance, material or other 
article, whether used alone or in combination together 
with any accessories or software necessary for its 
proper functioning, intended by the manufacturer to be 
used for human beings in the: 
diagnosis, prevention, monitoring, treatment or 
alleviation of disease or injury; investigation, 
replacement or modification of the anatomy or of a 
physiological process; control of conception; 
and which does not achieve its principal intended action 
by pharmacological, chemical, immunological or 
metabolic means, but which may be assisted in its 
function by such means 

Discharge 
medicines 

 Medicines that are prescribed and authorised for the 
patient to take home from hospital following an inpatient 
or daycase stay 

Discharge 
prescriptions 

TTH, TTO An order, created by an authorised practitioner, for the 
preparation, supply and administration of a medicine, 
therapeutic regimen, assistive or corrective device, or 
other treatment for the patient to take home with them 

Discontinuation 
condition 

 A logical expression about a patient which states when 
an intervention should be discontinued 

Discontinued 
medicines 

 Treatments that have been withdrawn from patient care 
for reason(s) that should have been specified 

Dispense  The act of preparing and issuing medicine(s) by 
pharmacy staff following a check to ensure that the 
prescription complies with legal requirements and is 
safe 

Dispensing history  A record of past dispensing events for a single medicine 
for a single patient 

Dictionary of 
Medicines & 
Devices 

dm+d The dm+d is the NHS standard for medicines and 

device identification, enabling clinical system 

interoperability between diverse clinical systems (see 

www.dmd.nhs.uk) 

dm+d  See Dictionary of Medicines and Devices 

Dosage or dose  A specified quantity of a therapeutic agent, such as a 
drug, prescribed to be taken at one time or at stated 
intervals 

Dose range  The minimum and maximum range of a dose of 
medicine 

Drug  (or medicine) 
class 

 A classification of drugs into categories useful for 
navigation purposes. These may be mixed in their 
classification dimension e.g. ‘Opiate’ is a drug class by 
chemical structure whereas ‘Antidepressant’ is a class 
by intended effect 

Drug (or medicine) 
classification 

 The listing of medicines according to different attributes 
e.g. according their effect on the body 

Drug name  The text string agreed as an unambiguous name for a 
concept in dm+d, according to the dm+d editorial policy 

Drug reference file  The computerised drug file that is utilised within a 
system to define those elements of individual medicines 
that will be required to support system functionality 

DSS  See entry for Decision Support System 

  



Duration condition  A logical expression about the patient which must hold 
true while an intervention continues 

Electronic 
Prescriptions 
Service 

EPS The Electronic Prescription Service will enable 
electronic prescriptions to be generated, transmitted, 
received and, once dispensed, sent to the 
reimbursement agency for payment 

Electronic Transfer 
of Prescriptions 
programme 

ETP NHS Connecting for Health's Electronic Transmission of 
Prescriptions programme is delivering the Electronic 
Prescription Service and integrating it with the NHS 
Care Records Service 

End date  Date of end of a course/ treatment 

Expiry date  Date after which a preparation should not be used 

Extemporaneous 
medicine 

 A medicine created either by dilution of an existing 
product, or by the admixture of components to a special 
formula as requested by a prescriber 

Filter (meds 
display) 

 A mechanism for displaying a list of medicines that only 
meet specified criteria 

Fluids  Liquids given to a patient either enterally or parenterally 
with the aim of maintaining or improving the level of 
hydration or circulatory volume 

Form (medicine)  The description of the presentation of a medicine e.g. 
tablet, injection, suspension etc 

Formulary  A list (often a limited list) of pharmaceutical products 
formulations which may also contain information about 
their formulas, uses and methods of preparation/ 
administration 

Formulation  The compounding of a medicinal product into a form 
suitable for administration to a patient 

Frequency  The number of occurrences of a periodic or recurrent 
process per unit time 

General Sales List 
medicine 

GSL A medicine that may be sold or supplied without the 
supervision of a pharmacist 

Generic drug name  The chemical or approved name of a product as 
opposed to the proprietary name often used by the 
brand originator 

Half-life  The time required for half the quantity of a drug or other 
substance deposited in a living organism to be 
eliminated by normal biological processes. Also called 
biological or elimination half-life 

HCP  See entry for Healthcare Professional 

Health issue (for an 
individual) 

 A health condition that an individual experiences that 
impacts (or has the potential to impact) on their day-to-
day life  or future health 

Healthcare 
Professional 

HCP Anybody involved in the provision of healthcare or social 
care that is regulated by a professional body 

Independent 
prescriber 

 Person with legal authority to prescribe medicines for 
any condition 

Indication  a) The condition a patient has for which a drug is being 
prescribed and/or b) the verb and clinical condition for 
which a drug may be used e.g. "Alleviate" + "vomiting" - 
prochlorperazine; "Induction" + "vomiting" = 
ipecacuanha 

Indicators (display)  Symbols used in a clinical application that are 
associated with a medicine, device or course of a 
medicine, that are designed to quickly appraise a user of 
key items of information 

  



Infusion  A medicine that is given parenterally at a rate controlled 
by a mechanical device 

Ingredient  A substance present in a medicinal product that may or 
may not be pharmacologically active 

Inpatient  The status of a patient in secondary care when they are 
admitted to hospital (see also Day Case) 

Intolerance  A preference reported by a patient where a drug 
treatment or specific formulation causes discomfort (in 
its widest sense) or unwanted effects leading a patient 
to express a desire not to take the medicine. This should 
be differentiated from an ‘allergy’ where there is an 
immune response 

Issue date  Date that a prescription is written for a patient. (An order 
for supply). This is not the same as the supply date 
(when the patient received the actual medicine supply) 

Justification  An explanation of the thinking behind a decision to 
initiate, modify or discontinue an intervention. May be 
supplied by a human agent or a decision support system 

Knowledge support  Knowledge support - when knowledge is delivered to 
clinicians and patients at the point of knowledge need, 
either in the form of facts or in guidelines or protocols, or 
embedded in a pathway. In knowledge support one 
variable in the patient's condition, for example the 
diagnosis, is used to alert or remind the clinician and if 
possible the patient about the existence of relevant 
knowledge 

Labels (display)  Annotations used in a clinical application that indicate 
the meaning of the values displayed 

Linked indication  A patient's health issue that is associated with a course 
of a medicine 

Local  This represents the concept of the locality of a natural 
clinical network whether it be at Trust, network or 
regional level 

Local formulary  A formulary which includes a list of pharmaceutical 
products that has been customised to meet the needs of 
clinicians within a specified area 

Local protocol  Locally defined plan for a course of treatment, or policy 

Local regimen  A set of rules outlining treatment that has been drawn 
up to meet the needs within a specified area 

Managed Care  A care environment in which HCPs are responsible for 
administering a patient's medicines 

Medication or 
medicine 

 A substance given to cure, heal, prevent or relieve the 
symptoms of a disease 

Nomination  A term used within the Electronic Prescriptions Service 
(EPS) that defines the process by which a patient 
specifies a dispenser, for example allowing pre-
preparation of the patient’s medication prior to his/her 
arrival  

Non-compliance  Failure to take a medicine as directed 

Non-concordance  The non-agreement between a patient and a prescriber 
on the desired health outcomes and the strategy for 
achieving them 

Non-formulary  A pharmaceutical product or formulation not contained 
within a formulary 

Number of 
authorised repeats 

 Number of time-limited prescriptions a patient may 
request before a medication review is required 



Number of issued 
repeats 

 Number of authorised repeat prescriptions that have 
been issued since the initial authorisation, or since the 
review where reauthorised 

Observations  Physical signs seen on inspection of a patient or 
physiological measurements carried out on a regular 
basis such as temperature, pulse, blood pressure, 
oxygen saturations, respiratory rate, MMSE (mini-mental 
state examination) etc 

Order (for 
medicines for an 
individual patient) 

 A request from an authorised practitioner for the supply 
or administration of a medicine(s) 

Order set  A predefined list of orders normally containing complete 
information to allow the authorisation of the supply or 
administration of a medicine 

OTC  See entry for Over the counter 

Outcome  An observation which is deemed to meet the criterion of 
a goal 

Outpatient  An attendance at which a patient is seen by a 
consultant, a member of the consultant firm or locum 

Over the counter OTC Medicines that can legally be purchased without a 
prescription 

Past medicines  Pharmaceutical products that have been taken or 
administered historically 

Patient  The Department of Health definition of a patient is: ‘a 
PERSON, which includes neonates (babies aged 28 
days or less), who use a hospital bed in order to receive 
clinical care/treatment or someone attending a clinic, 
day care facility etc. It will also include people in the 
community receiving care under a specific NHS Service 
Agreements forming part of 'nursing care in the 
community' 

Patient Group 
Direction 

PGD A written direction relating to the supply and/or 
administration of a medicine by certain classes of 
healthcare professionals to a predefined group of 
patients. The direction must be signed by a doctor or 
dentist and a pharmacist and approved locally 

Patient instructions  The definition of how much of the medicine to take, how 
often and for how long by what method including any 
special administration instructions and warnings. This 
information may, for example, be included on a label or 
specific patient information sheet 

Patient record  An electronic record of a patient's care and treatment. 

Patient’s own 
medicines 

 Medicines brought into a hospital by a patient that have 
been previously prescribed and dispensed for the 
patient either in primary or secondary care or purchased 
over the counter 

PGD  See entry for Patient Group Direction 

Pharmacy 
Medicines  

P Medicines that may only be sold under the supervision 
of a pharmacist 

PMP  See entry for Patient Management Plan 

Post condition  A logical expression about a patient which must hold 
true once the intervention is complete 

Pre condition  A logical expression about a patient which must hold 
true before an intervention is started 

Pre-built regimen  A regimen that is pre-defined within software 

Preparation  The act of preparing medicines for administration 

Prescription Rx An order, created by an authorised practitioner, for the 
preparation, supply and administration of a medicine, 



therapeutic regimen, assistive or corrective device, or 
other treatment 

Prescription 
duration 

 This is the length of time for which the supply/ 
administration on a prescription is authorised 

Prescription  Only 
Medicines 

POM Medicines which may only be sold or supplied from 
pharmacies in accordance with a prescription given by 
an appropriate practitioner 

 Primary Care  Services provided by family doctors, dentists, 
pharmacists, optometrists and ophthalmic medical 
practitioners, together with district nurses, health visitors 
and community AHPs 

PRN medicines  A medicine to be taken on an 'as required' basis as 
determined by a patient within specific guidelines to 
treat specific symptoms 

Problem (patient)  A clinical condition that an individual experiences that 
impacts (or has potential to impact) on his/her day to 
day life or future health 

Protocol  A predefined list of treatments to be administered at 
specified times normally at specified doses (which may 
be individualised for patients). They differ from regimens 
as they may include several different regimens and have 
associated non-medicine orders or requirements   

Rate  A quantity measured with respect to time e.g. the speed 
at which a medicine is administered over time 

Read Codes  A therapeutic and diagnostic coding system designed 
for use in primary care 

Recommendation  A communication from one health care agent to another 
recommending a care strategy. In the case of 
medicines, this may be a recommendation to start, 
modify or discontinue a medicine 

Referral  The process by which one care professional refers a 
patient or service user to another.  This will usually 
include the transfer of clinical information about the 
patient, and may be undertaken before or after the 
booking takes place 

Regime  A deprecated alternative to Regimen 

Regimen  A set of rules outlining treatment that is to be prescribed 
or ordered 

Regular  A medicine that is taken or administered on a recurring 
basis, as opposed to 'as required' or 'once only' 

Repeat prescription  A prescription (both an order to supply for a pharmacist 
and instructions to a patient on how to administer) which 
is authorised so that the patient may at intervals obtain 
another copy without a doctor consultation. After the 
authorised number (or a set duration) has been 
reached, a new prescription must be obtained which 
may require that the patient attend for a medication 
review 

Resume medicines  The authorised restart of a single medicine or course of 
a medicine after its suspension 

Review date  The latest date at which a patient's medicine(s) should 
next be reviewed. Must not be longer than one year 
from authorisation of a repeat prescription 

Radio frequency 
identification 

RFID This is a type of autoidentification code that can be used 
to uniquely identify products. For further information 
refer to www.rfidc.com 

  



Route  a) Licensed routes - the routes by which a drug is 
licensed for administration to a patient b) Route of 
administration - the actual route of administration for a 
given dose of a drug i.e. this describes which route the 
administered medication should take to get into the body 
or into contact with the body and constitutes part of the 
“where” (the other part being site). It is the “way in” or 
the course the medication must take to get to its 
destination 

Rx  See entry for Prescription 

Schedule  The specific time(s) or frequency at which a medicine is 
to be administered. This may be associated with a 
duration identifying a number of times per day/ week etc 
when the medicine should be administered 

Script  Shortened term for prescription – see entry for 
Prescription 

Secondary Care  Specialist care traditionally provided from a hospital 
setting in support of the primary care team e.g. surgery 
or specialist medical services, including old age 
medicine and mental health services. Also exists in 
other settings; e.g. in mental health and community 
settings 

Site  This describes the specific area of the body “where” the 
medication is to be administered. The site can be seen 
as the particular anatomic location where an 
administration activity happens (or has happened). It 
can be stated specifically, for example laterality (e.g. 
apply to the right eye; inject into the left antecubital 
fossa vein) or stated more generally (e.g. apply to the 
affected area(s)) 

SNOMED-CT  SNOMED Clinical Terms® (SNOMED CT®) is a 
comprehensive clinical terminology that provides clinical 
content and expressivity for clinical documentation and 
reporting. It can be used to code, retrieve, and analyse 
clinical data. SNOMED CT® resulted from the merge of 
SNOMED® Reference Terminology (SNOMED® RT) 
developed by the College of American Pathologists 
(CAP) and Clinical Terms Version 3 (CTV3) developed 
by the National Health Service (NHS) of the United 
Kingdom. The terminology is comprised of concepts, 
terms and relationships with the objective of precisely 
representing clinical information across the scope of 
health care 

Sort order  The order in which medicines are listed on the screen 

Special  See unlicensed medicine 

Start date  The intended date/ time when a medicine should start 
being administered to a patient. Not necessarily the 
same as the prescribing date 

STAT  An instruction to give a medicine immediately 

Stop condition  A logical expression about a patient which states when 
an intervention should be discontinued 

Stop date  The date/ time when an intervention was/ should be 
ceased 

  



Strength  The quantity of an active pharmaceutical product 
contained within a measured volume or dose unit 

Supplementary 
Prescribing 

 Process by which an independent prescriber (usually a 
doctor) and a nurse/pharmacist/AHP who has 
undergone additional training to become a registered 
supplementary prescriber, agree with a patient to create 
a Clinical Management Plan. The supplementary 
prescriber is then able to prescribe for that condition up 
to the agreed review date within defined parameters 

Suspended 
medicine(s) 

 A single medicine or course of a medicine that is not to 
be administered over a given period of time but which is 
expected to be resumed at a later date 

Test results  The results of blood or other tests used to monitor for 
response to medicine or for side effects or drug levels 

Tests  Blood or other tests carried out. In this context, to look 
for the response to treatment, for side effects or for drug 
levels 

Therapeutic effect  The degree of healing, relief or cure achieved 

Total Parenteral 
Nutrition 

TPN An intravenous preparation which contains fluids, 
calories, protein, minerals and vitamins sufficient to 
cover some or all a patient's requirements for a period of 
time when enteral nutrition is not possible. The term 
parenteral nutrition may also be used, particularly when 
all nutritional requirements are not contained within the 
one preparation 

Tallman TALLman The utilisation of upper and lowercase text within a word 
to highlight a specific syllable 

TPN  See entry for Total Parenteral Nutrition 

To take home TTH See entry for Discharge Prescriptions 

To take out TTO See entry for Discharge Prescriptions 

Unit  The quantification of the amount of a pharmaceutical 
product or other agent necessary to produce a specific 
effect 

Unlicensed 
medicine 

 A drug or formulation that is not covered by a product 
licence issued by the Medicines Health Regulatory 
Authority. 
(This is different to a licensed medicine that is used for 
an unlicensed indication and is often called ‘unlicensed 
use’) 

Unlimited  Having no restrictions or control 

Unmanaged care  A care environment in which a patient is responsible for 
administering his/her prescribed medicines 

Verified  An order or prescription that has been confirmed as safe 
to supply or administer usually by a pharmacist 

Verify  To undertake the action of confirmation that an order is 
safe to supply or administer. Usually undertaken by a 
pharmacist 

Views  A list of courses of medicines with a particular set of 
attributes, filters and sorts. In addition, each view will 
have a default filter and sort 

Virtual Medicinal 
Product 

VMP An abstract concept representing the properties of one 
or more clinically equivalent Actual Medicinal Products, 
where clinical is defined as relating to the course of a 
disease. This term is employed within dm+d 

Virtual Medicinal 
Product Pack 

VMPP An abstract concept representing the properties of one 
or more quantitatively equivalent AMPPs. This term is 
employed within dm+d 

  



Virtual Therapeutic 
Moiety 

VTM The abstract representation of the substance(s), 
formulated as a medicinal product, intended by an 
authorising health care professional for use in the 
treatment of a patient. This term is employed within 
dm+d 

Volume  The specified volume is a measure of the liquid capacity 
of a container or dose unit 

VMP  See entry for Virtual Medicinal Product 

VMPP  See entry for Virtual Medicinal Product Pack 

VTM  See entry for Virtual Therapeutic Moiety 

Withdrawn  A medicine that is no longer available 

Witnessing  A second person who views or watches something 
happening - here usually the act of preparation or the 
administration of a medicine and records the act 

 

 


